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Introduction 
 
Dear Reader, 
 
You may have recently lost a loved one – or are preparing for a loss – and now consider 
the difficult task of planning a funeral. At this time in your life when you can be your 
most vulnerable, spending too much money or going into debt is like adding insult to 
injury. Unfortunately, funerals are big business and the emotional fragility of those 
seeking funeral services creates the perfect “sitting duck” scenario for those who only 
see dollar signs when a death certificate is issued. 
 
I write from experience. I lost my husband after a long fight with cancer, and with tears 
still in my eyes, I was reluctantly thrust into the world of embalming, coffins, plots and 
headstones – all with hefty price tags. It’s a world most of us avoid until we absolutely 
have no choice but to enter it. And many funeral directors know this. 
 
This manual was created because we saw a clear need for those of us who simply do 
not have an extra $10,000 to spend for a funeral. With our help, you won’t have to 
mourn a second time – for the loss of your bank account. We’ve compiled all the 
information, tips and tricks to keep you financially stable while tastefully honoring the 
passing of your loved one. You don’t need to go bankrupt or toss your frugality aside 
because someone has died. A very nice funeral, burial or cremation could cost you only 
a few hundred dollars if you’re resourceful. 
 
In some cases, you might pay nothing. 
 
We work hard to keep the information updated and as complete as possible, but if you 
need some additional help, please don’t hesitate to contact us directly at 
 
personalsupport@dirtcheapfuneral.com 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
Susan Noland 
 
DISCLAIMER: The information provided in this book is designed to provide helpful information on 
planning a funeral. This book is not meant to be used, nor should it be used, in place of 
professional legal advice. While we used our best efforts in preparing this book, the authors and 
publisher make no representations or warranties of any kind and assume no liabilities of any kind 
with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents. 
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How to Use This Book 
 
It’s important not to skip any chapters, but to try and read them through from beginning 
to end. There are valuable nuggets in each section that may not apply to you at the 
moment, but will come in handy at a later time. 
 
You’ll get a primer on the funeral and burial industry in the United States. If you want to 
utilize a funeral home’s resources, then you will get to know how they work. You have 
rights on how to bury your loved one, but unless you know those rights, you’ll never get 
a chance to use them. If you think you might use their services in any capacity, this is a 
must-read. 
 
We cover different scenarios that might apply to you and the best resources to explore 
for your own situation. We cover every aspect of a burial, from preserving the body to 
finding the cheapest flowers for the funeral, and even tips on having a wake that won’t 
break the bank. 
 
In relevant sections, we will refer to you own state laws or resources. You may wish to 
periodically skip to the state law chapter at the back of the book to find out what’s 
standard in your state. Of course federal laws and “rights” naturally apply to everyone. 
You should also make it a priority to read through the chapter, Free Funerals, Funeral 
Assistance Programs, and Special Circumstances, since you may qualify to have a 
funeral or cremation paid for which could heavily influence your funeral planning. Why 
cut corners if you don’t have to? 
 
Lastly, in order to keep you organized and on-task, we’ve created a Funeral 
Comparison Cost Worksheet so you can compare up to four different prices for 
everything you might need during the process. 
 
Start at the End 
 
When it comes to the funeral process, a good trick to ensure you don’t miss a detail or 
waste any money, is to work backwards. That is, think about what you desire for the 
deceased’s final resting place and fill in the logistical gaps from there taking small steps 
backwards. You will need to have in mind what type of ceremonies -- with or without a 
viewing -- you want, if you will cremate, bury, or donate, and so on. You may not know 
what you want until you read more about your options, but as soon as you have an idea, 
start planning from the point of final disposition and you will find the job much easier. 
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Don’t Be Afraid to be Creative 

Please keep in mind that planning a funeral is not a one-size-fits-all event; it belongs to 
you and your loved ones and no one else. Open your mind to all your options and 
create a plan that reflects the values and wishes of the deceased. A ceremony doesn’t 
have to mirror what is considered “the norm” with expensive caskets, thousands of 
dollars in flowers, use of funeral home, and so on. 
 
For example, a memorial service could take the form of a casual beach setting with the 
deceased’s favorite music playing, with homemade memorial cards and videos, or even 
a family dinner with each sharing their favorite stories of your loved one. A viewing or 
funeral could be at your home, where the body of your loved one stays with you, and 
family and friends come by to view the body and say goodbye in a more personal 
setting.  
 
In many states, you could care for the body throughout the entire process, 
washing, dressing and laying the deceased to their final resting place – and that could 
even be on your own property. The point is, make this important time in your life fit your 
vision for your deceased love one. Most of all, it doesn’t have to cost a lot of money. 
Keep in mind that we wrote this with the intention of providing you information on all 
your options, not to tell you which will work best for you. Read through carefully and, if 
you need to, discuss this with your family and friends and get their input. 
 
How to Handle Resistance 
 
Because the “standard” method of dealing strictly with funeral homes is all that most 
hospitals and churches are used to, you may run into protests, confusion, and 
resistance to an “unorthodox” way of caring for your dead. If this happens to you, 
always remember to ask for the law which supports their objection. If there is no law, 
kindly and calmly point out that what you are doing is not unlawful. It may be wise to 
keep a copy of your state laws which support your actions with you to show others. (A 
list is provided in this book.) 




